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ESSAY: (10 MARKS) 

UNIT-I 

ASPECTS OF ACADEMIC WRITING-DO’S AND DON’TS 

PART-B 

1. Write a detailed essay on the aspects of Academic writing and bring out the do’s and don’ts 

Academic writing: 

An academic summary is a concise representation of an academic text. The summary’s purpose is to 

enable the reader to determine, in a limited amount of time, if and why a paper, chapter or book is worth 

reading. An academic summary is different from an abstract. An abstract is a brief representation of the main 

results and conclusions of the study. An academic summary characteristically shows the (argumentation) 

structure of the text; the skeleton of the argument skeleton. 

The summary should be a flowing text, written in your own words. This means that copying exact 

phrases from the original text is not permitted. Moreover, the text should be written in well-formulated Dutch or 

English, and intelligible to an audience that is not acquainted with the original text. 

Purpose of an academic summary: 

Students are expected to the able to quickly penetrate the structure and core ideas of a text, and to 

reproduce them concisely in their own words. One way of doing this is writing a summary. Summarizing is 

pausing in order to get ahead. The purpose of the summary determines at which places to halt and what to see 

there. Students usually summarize texts to help them pass an exam. In such cases, a summary prepares the 

student for possible exam questions. However, a summary can have other functions as well: students may be 

asked to summarize a text in preparation of a critical discussion during a tutorial. Students could also 

summarize part of a text because they want to use certain data while writing an essay or thesis. 

In short, a summary can serve three functions: 

 Explaining a text: intended to explore the text type, the main themes, and the theoretical framework; 

focuses on the general content. 

 Replacing a text: extracts the most important themes of a text based on a well-considered selection 
(extract, exam preparation, reading report). 

 Discussing a text: a critical report with an substantial final conclusion (review, essay, final paper, 

preparation for a group discussion) 

The purpose for which you are examining a text or the aim of a summary can be different for each course. 

 
How to write an academic summary? 

Selecting information for the summary can be difficult, yet it is very important. Certain aspects play an 

important role: 

 The general purpose for writing the summary, or the academic audience the target readers-scholarly 

readers-for whom the summary is written. 

 Other researchers or readers should be able to reconstruct the general idea described in the investigation, 

using the information provided in the summary. This means that all information essential for this study 

should be discussed. 

 The information must be presented as described in the original article. This means that you are not 

allowed to present the information according to your own interpretation unless the assignment/ course 

instructor tell you to do so. 
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 A recurring problem is that in a scientific text discussion and conclusion may be intertwined. The 

discussion found in the original text has to be excluded from your summary. 

Academic writing assignments come in many shapes and forms; essays, research papers, term papers, 

analysis essays, informative essays, and position papers. All these assignments have the same goals and 

principles. But to students, they appear to be specially designed torture instruments. It’s mostly because of the  

tedious citations and referencing rules. 

 
The Do’s 

1. Write objectively: academic writing is objective by nature (i.e., factual, logical, unemotional and precise). 

Be impersonal while stating facts, without distortion by personal feelings or prejudices. You’re expected to  

present all the research and reading you’ve done about topic in an impersonal, objective manner. An objective  

tone in your writing is achieved by 

i) Using academically sound sources and data to back up your arguments; 

ii) Avoiding the use of clichés and slangs; 

iii) Writing in the third person rather than the first or second person. 

 

2. Write clearly: make sure that your audience understands the presented themes readily without having to read 

too much into your paragraphs. Write in a way that the reader understands your ideas clearly. Following are a 

few tips to help you write precisely; 

i) Establish your central topic at the beginning of the sentence, preferably as the subject: 
ii) let the beginning of a sentence be brief and simple, and put intricate information at the end of a sentence. 

iii) begin your paragraphs with a topic sentence which summarizes the main point of the paragraph. 

 
3. Use technical vocabulary: every subject you study has jargon associated with it. Make sure you incorporate 

such terminology to improve the quality of your essay. It shows that you are grasping the subject. One main tip 

to get this done: 

i) most textbooks have a glossary of terms with explanations at the end of the chapter or the end of the book. 

4. Proofread carefully: sometimes your articles end up being too long, too contrived, or carelessly worded. 

And that’s always the case when you’ve written it in the last minute, leaving you with no time to revise the 

essay. That’s how many grammatical errors, spelling mistakes; ad typos find a place in your paper. These make  

a loathsome impression even if you’ve managed to be ingenious with your ideas. For thorough refining of your 

text, trust proofread. 

5. Vary your sentence structure: vary the length and construction of your sentences. Make sure you: 

i) avoid any sentence fragments 

ii) avoid any run-on sentences 

iii) avoid any fused sentences 

iv) avoid choppy sentences 

 
The Don’ts: 

1. Avoid colloquial language: be careful about language usage in your papers. It’s natural for everyday 

conversational English to flow into your writing. You are expected to conform to an academic standard of using 

formal language. Once you finish writing, go through your paper again and recognize colloquial language in 

your writing and systematically edit your work to replace words, and sentences with acceptable forms so that 

your writing sounds sincere and objective. 

2. Do not use inappropriate fonts or font styles: don’t try to get too fancy with how you present your writing. 

Many students become creative with fonts and font styles in their academic essay to impress readers. Do this 
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and use only those fonts recommended in your study guide. It’s usually Arial and or Times New Roman in 12 

points in black. 

3. Be careful with the verb tense: the tense of a verb indicates the time of an event is in the past, present or 

future. In academic writing, give careful attention to maintain the tense consistency of verbs. Do not shift from 

one tense to another is the time frame for each action or event is the same. 

4. Do not use personal language: the only time you can do this is when you’re writing an admission essay to 

describe a personal experience or a story. Once you start your academic course, give your voice an event rest as 

most academic writing should be objective. Avoid using personal pronouns (e.g., I, me, my, we, us, our, you) in 

your writing. 

5. Avoid using unnecessary words: don’t confuse your reader with unnecessary words and end up frustrating 

them. A common fault in academic writing is using too many words. You have to adhere to word count as well,  

so carefully edit unnecessary words and fillers to stay in the prescribed limit. 

 ESSAYS AND ARTICLES FOR JOURNALS 

2. Bring out the characteristics of essays and articles for journals. 

General characteristics of essays: 

Essay is formal and comprehensive piece of literature which describes to a particular which describes to 

a particular issue or topic analyzed and discussed. It refers to a short piece of writing on a particular subject. 

Mainly students in their academics are asked to write essays on some topics as a response to a question or 

proportion. It does not have a specific readership in mind. Through essays writer or narrator expresses his or her 

personal views or opinion on a particular topic or a question and it is based on educational and analytical tone. 

 

General characteristics of Articles: 

Articles is a piece of writing and is produced either in a printed or electronic form in newspaper, 

magazine, journal or website. It has a large readership in mind. It is based on surveys, research, facts and 

analysis etc., articles may be short or slightly long may be up to 1500 words. It is written with a definite 

objective and informs the readers about some concept. Articles make reader aware of something and keeping 

them up to date and appears in newspaper, magazine, encyclopedias and now a day’s mostly in websites. 

 

Journal writing: 

Journal writing is the process of recording personal insights, reflections and questions on assigned or 

personal topics. Journal projects assigned in class may include your thoughts about daily experience, reading 

assignments, current events or science experiments. Journal entries are a form of reflective writing, in that you 

can use them to consider and respond to something you have read or learned. Journal entries should not merely 

summarize what you have read, nor should they focus only on your feelings. Instead, they should demonstrate 

your ability to conduct a critical inquiry. Because journal writing allows you to examine different ideas and 

writing strategies, it’s also a form of exploratory writing. A class journal is not the same thing as a private diary,  

in that the writing may be a little bit more formal, although not as formal as an essay. 

 
Writing and publishing journal articles is essential if you wish to pursue an academic career. The 

features of a journal article that are normally found in the humanities and social sciences. It will also examine 

some planning and writing strategies that will enable you to produce an article that is publication-ready. 

Keeping a journal allows you to record what’s happening in your life and to work through your thoughts and  

feelings. 

 
Journal essay: 

Journal writing is the process of recording personal insights, reflections and questions on assigned or 

personal topics. A class journal is not the same thing as a private diary, in that the writing may be a little bit 
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more formal, although not as formal as an essay. It is easy to begin sentences with, “I feel”, or “I think” or “I 

wonder”. Don’t feel pressured to stick to any particular form or topic. The beginning of your journal writing can 

just be an introduction to your thoughts at the time. This is your personal space, so you should feel comfortable 

writing. 

Journal entries are individual pieces of writing that populate your journal. They are expressions of 

personal growth, interests and opinions. They are usually between 500-1000 words and each entry can be about 

something different. Journal entries are usually kept private, as that allows people to write honestly. One type of 

journal requires recording your thoughts on a regular basis, much as you would in keeping a diary. An essay 

may be published in an academic journal but focuses more on one particular subject within a broader field or a 

new idea that relates to that academic field. 

 
The ‘preamble’ elements of a journal article: 

Title and subtitle: the title should indicate the article’s topic or theme to readers, and a subtitle can extend or 

clarify the title. Many titles follow the format ‘Suggestive, Creative Title: Descriptive Subtitle’. Other titles may 

use a format that included an abstract and a concrete noun. This more straightforward approach contains enough 

information through the words chosen. So that readers can immediately identify if the article is pertinent to 

them, in both content and theoretical approach. 

 
Abstract: along with a title that grabs readers’ attention and indicates the article’s theme or objective, a well- 

written abstract is essential. The abstract is what readers and other researchers will look at first to determine if 

your article is worth reading. It is worth spending time on a succinct, ‘punchy’ and relevant abstract that will 

clarify exactly what you are arguing or proposing. Abstract writing is a particular skill that requires practice and 

complete familiarity with your argument and article content. 

 
Keywords: most journals will ask you to select five to seven keywords that can be used in search engines. 

These are the words that students, researchers and other readers will use to search for information over the 

internet through Google or similar resources, library websites or the journal’s own websites. 

 
Acknowledgements: you should provide a brief acknowledgment of any financial, academic or other support 

you have received in relation to producing your article. 

 
Writing the article: Writing a journal article is not unlike writing an essay. The same basic rules of academic 

writing apply. By planning what and how you will write, and how you will incorporate data, /evidence, your 

article is more likely to be cohesive, well organized and well written. 

 
Planning: Even if you are developing an article from an existing essay or thesis chapter, spending some time on 

planning is essential. Some authors like to begin with a ‘mind map’. A mind map contains a central theme, 

argument or premise. The writer will then create ‘branches’ extending from the central theme. These may be 

topics or subthemes that are included in the final article. A plan can be as simple as a list of subheadings with 

notes and supporting information, from which you will construct and write the paragraphs of your article. 

 
Writing: once you have developed a detailed plan for your article, the writing can begin. A journal article is 

normally written for an already informed audience. You can ‘jump right in’ to a topic, stating your position or  

argument immediately and strongly. Use the raw material, use your plan, write up into a publishable journal 

article. 

 
Main body: the main body is where you present, in appropriate detail, your main arguments, themes and 

contentions, all thoroughly grounded in evidence, close analysis and clear, compelling writing. 
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Conclusion: the conclusion is not just a summary of what has preceded it. A good conclusion will complete or 

make whole your article’s arguments and analysis by referring to what you have written. It will included a 

summing up of your main contention, but it will also offer and clarify to your reader a new way of looking at 

the theme or problem you have been discussing. 

 
References and citations: It goes without saying that referencing and citations should be done thoroughly and 

correctly. In general, it is best to be citation-rich for journal articles. Refer to the journal author guidelines for 

more information on this issue. 

 THESES AND DISSERTATIONS 

3. Discuss the features of Theses and dissertations 

There are a lot of people who confuse between Thesis and Dissertation. They consider it to be one of 

the same things, because of the fact that both are related to research. Both are very different in their purpose in 

spite of the fact that both are related to a research. 

A thesis is a project that is submitted during the completion of a master’s program. With the 

submission of the Thesis report the program ends. A compilation of research that proves that the student has in- 

depth knowledge about the subject is called a Thesis. Whereas, on the other hand a Dissertation is done during 

doctorate. It is in short an opportunity given to the student to contribute a new finding, theory or practices in the 

same field. 

A thesis statement is “a short summary of the main idea, purpose, or argument of an essay that usually 

appears in the first paragraph”. It’s generally only one or two sentences in length. A strong thesis statement is 

the backbone of a well-organized paper, and helps you decide what information is most important to include 

and how it should be presented. 

A good thesis statement delivers a clear message about the scope of the topic and the writer’s approach 

to the subject. In contrast, poor thesis statements fail to take a opinion, or state an obvious truth. 

Structure of a thesis: 

1. Abstract 

2. Introduction 

3. Literature review 

5. Results 

6. Discussions 

7. Conclusions 

 
Different types of thesis: 

1. Explanatory thesis: 

An explanatory thesis is based on factual information. It doesn’t contain personal opinions or make  

claims that are unsupported by evidence. Instead, it tells the reader precisely what the topic will be and touches 

on the major points that will be explored in the essay. An explanatory thesis statement is sometimes also called 

an expository. 
 

2. Argumentative thesis: 

The writer takes a stance on a debatable topic. This stance, and the claims to back it up, is the argument  

unlike an explanatory thesis statement, an argumentative thesis statement, allows the writer to take a position 

about a subject and to convince readers of their stance. The body of the argumentative essay uses examples and 

other evidence to support the writer’s opinion. 

 
3. Analytical thesis: 
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An analytical thesis statement analyzes, or breaks down, an issue or idea into its different parts. Then it 

evaluates the topic and clearly presents the order of the analysis to the reader. 

 
A dissertation is a long formal piece of writing on a particular subject, especially for a university degree. 

 
Structure of a dissertation: 

1. An outline of the full background of your study. 

2. A comprehensive literature review supporting your research. 

3. A discussion of your choice of research design, data collection and analysis and details of the research steps. 

4. The actual data analysis and results. 

The type of dissertation you complete will vary depending on your course of study. One of the main 

differences is between empirical and non-empirical dissertations. 

Empirical dissertations: 

Empirical dissertations are dissertations which involve collecting data, for example in a psychology 

degree. This may mean putting into practice professional and ethical guidelines when collecting data from 

members of the public. Empirical dissertations in natural and life science subjects may involve or be entirely 

centered on laboratory work. 

 

Non-empirical dissertations: 

Non-empirical dissertations are based on existing data and arguments in the work of others. This is 

likely to mean spending a lot of time with your head in a book! In this type of dissertation, you need to make 

sure you don’t just describe what others are saying, but critically analyze the work and explore its practical 

applications. 

 
Similarities between a thesis and a dissertation: 

 A thesis is similar to a dissertation in many different ways. The major similarity is in the structure they 

follow. Both consist of the following sub-headings-title, abstract, introduction, literature review, main 

body, research methods, results, discussion, conclusion, recommendation, bibliography and appendix. 

 Another similarity is that students need to be guided in order to complete both. Supervisors and advisors 

are assigned to individual students who guide them through their research. They assist the students from 

selecting their topic of research to helping them in data collection, to guiding them in the proper 

direction when the students are writing their research paper. Students can avail essay writing help to 

seek assistance in writing their research. 

 The purpose of both thesis and dissertation is the same and that is research. 
 Both a thesis and a dissertation should be done on time. Failing which both can be tried multiple times 

within the allotted time. 

 Both require a complicated work to show and demonstrate their knowledge and skill that they have 

acquired from years of learning. A topic needs to be chosen in case of both of them. 

 The structure and format are quite similar. 

 In both cases a proposal needs to be written before writing the final document that highlights the 

importance of writing the final document in the eyes of the reader. 

 Both are essential to get a certain degree. 

 In case of both the students is not supposed to copy content from others authors. Avoiding copyright 

infringement is a must. 

How is a dissertation different from a thesis? 

 The main difference between thesis and dissertation is that the former marks the end of a course while 

the later is done when a student is pursuing doctorate. 
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 A thesis proves the amount of knowledge gained from the study of the subject while a dissertation opens 

the door of opportunity for a student to invent something new in the same field. 

 In case of a thesis a student begins with researching the topic, then analyses and comments as per his 

understanding of the subject. A thesis mainly portrays a student’s knowledge and critical thinking 

abilities. While in case of dissertation the main area of focus is towards discovering a new finding and 

speaking about it from the student’s perspective. 

 In case of dissertation other’s people’s researched materials are referred only as guidance to reach a 

student’s own hypothesis. Whereas in case of thesis other people’s researched material is used to gain 

in-depth knowledge and understanding on the subject. 

 There is also a difference in length between a thesis and dissertation. A thesis should not be below 100 

pages whereas dissertation is much longer due to the detailed research information included in it. There 

are assignment writers available online to help students in writing their dissertation. 

 A thesis is required to get a master’s degree whereas a dissertation is required to get a PhD degree. 

 When writing a thesis paper, a student needs to conduct an original research whereas in case of writing a 

dissertation paper existing research should be used. 

 A thesis analysis needs to be added by the student to the existing literature whereas a part of the analysis 

of the existing literature is dissertation. 
 

 RESEARCH PROPOSALS 

4. Elucidate the research proposals and bring out its rules 

A research proposal is a document proposing a research project, generally in the sciences or academia, and 

generally constitutes a request for sponsorship of that research. Proposals are evaluated on the cost and potential 

impact of the proposed research. The goal of a research proposal is twofold: to present and justify the need to 

study a research problem and to present the practical ways in which the proposed study should be conducted. 

 

Research proposals contain extensive literature reviews. They must provide persuasive evidence that a need 

exists for the proposed study. In addition to providing a rationale, a proposal describes detailed methodology for 

conducting the research consistent with requirements of the professional or academic field and a statement on 

anticipated outcomes and/or benefits derived from the study's completion. Research proposals generally address 

several key points: 

 What research question(s) will be addressed, and how they will be addressed

 How much time and expense will be required for the research

 What prior research has been done on the topic

 How the results of the research will be evaluated

 How the research will benefit the sponsoring organization and other parties

Academic research proposals are generally written as part of the initial requirements of writing a thesis, 

research paper, or dissertation. They generally follow the same format as a research paper, with an introduction, 

a literature review, a discussion of research methodology and goals, and a conclusion. This basic structure may 

vary between projects and between fields, each of which may have its own requirements. 

 

Writing a research proposal for the following reasons: 

 Develop your skills in thinking about and designing a comprehensive research study;
 Learn how to conduct a comprehensive review of the literature to determine that a research problem has 

not been adequately addressed or has been answered ineffectively and, in so doing, become better at 

locating pertinent scholarship related to your topic;

 Improve your general research and writing skills;

 Practice identifying the logical steps that must be taken to accomplish one's research goals;

 Critically review, examine, and consider the use of different methods for gathering and analyzing data 

related to the research problem; and,
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 Nurture a sense of inquisitiveness within yourself and to help see yourself as an active participant in the 

process of doing scholarly research.

 

Most proposals should include the following sections: 

I. Introduction 

In the real world of higher education, a research proposal is most often written by scholars seeking grant  

funding for a research project or it's the first step in getting approval to write a doctoral dissertation. Even if this 

is just a course assignment, treat your introduction as the initial pitch of an idea or a thorough examination of 

the significance of a research problem. After reading the introduction, your readers should not only have an 

understanding of what you want to do, but they should also be able to gain a sense of your passion for the topic 

and to be excited about the study's possible outcomes. 

 

II. Background and Significance 

This is where you explain the context of your proposal and describe in detail why it's important. It can 

be melded into your introduction or you can create a separate section to help with the organization and narrative 

flow of your proposal. Approach writing this section with the thought that you can’t assume your readers will 

know as much about the research problem as you do. State the research problem and give a more detailed 

explanation about the purpose of the study than what you stated in the introduction. This is particularly 

important if the problem is complex or multifaceted. 

 

 Present the rationale of your proposed study and clearly indicate why it is worth doing; be sure to 
answer the "So What? question [i.e., why should anyone care]. 

 Describe the major issues or problems to be addressed by your research. This can be in the form of 

questions to be addressed. Be sure to note how your proposed study builds on previous assumptions 

about the research problem. 

 Explain the methods you plan to use for conducting your research. Clearly identify the key sources you 

intend to use and explain how they will contribute to your analysis of the topic. 

 Describe the boundaries of your proposed research in order to provide a clear focus. Where appropriate, 

state not only what you plan to study, but what aspects of the research problem will be excluded from 

the study. 

 If necessary, provide definitions of key concepts or terms. 

 

III. Literature Review: 

Connected to the background and significance of your study is a section of your proposal devoted 

to a more deliberate review and synthesis of prior studies related to the research problem under 

investigation. The purpose here is to place your project within the larger whole of what is currently being 

explored, while demonstrating to your readers that your work is original and innovative. Think about what 

questions other researchers have asked, what methods they have used, and what is your understanding of their 

findings and, when stated, their recommendations. 

Since a literature review is information dense, it is crucial that this section is intelligently structured to 

enable a reader to grasp the key arguments underpinning your proposed study in relation to that of other 

researchers. A good strategy is to break the literature into "conceptual categories" [themes] rather than 

systematically or chronologically describing groups of materials one at a time. 

 

To help frame your proposal's review of prior research, consider the "five C’s" of writing a literature 

review: 

1. Cite, so as to keep the primary focus on the literature pertinent to your research problem. 
2. Compare the various arguments, theories, methodologies, and findings expressed in the literature: what 

do the authors agree on? Who applies similar approaches to analyzing the research problem? 
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3. Contrast the various arguments, themes, methodologies, approaches, and controversies expressed in the 

literature: describe what are the major areas of disagreement, controversy, or debate among scholars? 

4. Critique the literature: Which arguments are more persuasive, and why? Which approaches, findings, 

and methodologies seem most reliable, valid, or appropriate, and why? Pay attention to the verbs you 

use to describe what an author says/does [e.g., asserts, demonstrates, argues, etc.]. 

5. Connect the literature to your own area of research and investigation: how does your own work draw 

upon, depart from, synthesize, or add a new perspective to what has been said in the literature? 

 

IV. Research Design and Methods 

This section must be well-written and logically organized because you are not actually doing the 

research, yet, your reader must have confidence that it is worth pursuing. The reader will never have a 

study outcome from which to evaluate whether your methodological choices were the correct ones. Your design 

and methods should be unmistakably tied to the specific aims of your study. Be specific about the 

methodological approaches you plan to undertake to obtain information, the techniques you would use to 

analyze the data, and the tests of external validity to which you commit yourself. 

 

When describing the methods you will use, be sure to cover the following: 

 

 Specify the research process you will undertake and the way you will interpret the results obtained in 

relation to the research problem. Don't just describe what you intend to achieve from applying the 

methods you choose, but state how you will spend your time while applying these methods. 

 Keep in mind that the methodology is not just a list of tasks; it is an argument as to why these tasks add 

up to the best way to investigate the research problem. This is an important point because the mere 

listing of tasks to be performed does not demonstrate that, collectively, they effectively address the 

research problem. Be sure you clearly explain this. 

 Anticipate and acknowledge any potential barriers and pitfalls in carrying out your research design and 

explain how you plan to address them. No method is perfect so you need to describe where you believe 

challenges may exist in obtaining data or accessing information. It's always better to acknowledge this 

than to have it brought up by your professor. 

 

V. Preliminary Suppositions and Implications: 

Just because you don't have to actually conduct the study and analyze the results, doesn't mean you can 

skip talking about the analytical process and potential implications. Depending on the aims and objectives 

of your study, describe how the anticipated results will impact future scholarly research, theory, practice, forms 

of interventions, or policymaking. Note that such discussions may have either substantive, theoretical or 

significance. 

 

VI. Conclusion 

The conclusion reiterates the importance or significance of your proposal and provides a brief 

summary of the entire study. This section should be only one or two paragraphs long, emphasizing why the 

research problem is worth investigating, why your research study is unique, and how it should advance existing 

knowledge. 

 

VII. Citations 

As with any scholarly research paper, you must cite the sources you used. In a standard research proposal, 

this section can take two forms, so consult with your professor about which one is preferred. 

 

1. References -- lists only the literature that you actually used or cited in your proposal. 

2. Bibliography -- lists everything you used or cited in your proposal, with additional citations to any key 

sources relevant to understanding the research problem. 
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 LITERATURE REVIEW 

5. Elucidate the Literature review. 

A literature review is a search and evaluation of the available literature in your given subject or chosen 

topic area. It documents the state of the art with respect to the subject or topic you are writing about. 

A literature review has four main objectives: 

 It surveys the literature in your chosen area of study

 It synthesizes the information in that literature into a summary

 It critically analyses the information gathered by identifying gaps in current knowledge; by showing 

limitations of theories and points of view; and by formulating areas for further research and reviewing 

areas of controversy

 It presents the literature in an organized way

A literature review shows your readers that you have an in-depth grasp of your subject; and that you understand 

where your own research fits into and adds to an existing body of agreed knowledge. 

 

How to write a literature review? 

A literature review is a survey of scholarly sources on a specific topic. It provides an overview of 

current knowledge, allowing you to identify relevant theories, methods, and gaps in the existing research. 

Writing a literature review involves finding relevant publications (such as books and journal articles), critically 

analyzing them, and explaining what you found. There are five key steps: 

o Search for relevant literature 

o Evaluate sources 

o Identify themes, debates and gaps 

o Outline the structure 

o Write your literature review 
A good literature review doesn’t just summarize sources—it analyzes, synthesizes, and critically 

evaluates to give a clear picture of the state of knowledge on the subject. 
 

Why write a literature review? 

When you write a thesis, dissertation, or research paper, you will have to conduct a literature review to 

situate your research within existing knowledge. The literature review gives you a chance to: 

 

 Demonstrate your familiarity with the topic and scholarly context

 Develop a theoretical framework and methodology for your research

 Position yourself in relation to other researchers and theorists

 Show how your research addresses a gap or contributes to a debate

 

Writing literature reviews is a particularly important skill if you want to apply for graduate school or pursue 

a career in research. 

 
Search for relevant literature: 

If you are writing the literature review section of a dissertation or research paper, you will search for 

literature related to your research problem and questions. If you are writing a literature review as a stand-alone 

assignment, you will have to choose a focus and develop a central question to direct your search. 

 

Evaluate and select sources: 

Make sure the sources you use are credible, and make sure you read any landmark studies and major 

theories in your field of research. The scope of your review will depend on your topic and discipline: in the 

sciences you usually only review recent literature, but in the humanities you might take a long historical 

perspective. 
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Identify themes, debates, and gaps 

To begin organizing your literature review’s argument and structure, you need to understand the 

connections and relationships between the sources you’ve read. Based on your reading and notes, you can look 

for: 

 Trends and patterns (in theory, method or results): do certain approaches become more or less popular 

over time?

 Themes: what questions or concepts recur across the literature?

 Debates, conflicts and contradictions: where do sources disagree?

 Pivotal publications: are there any influential theories or studies that changed the direction of the field?

 Gaps: what is missing from the literature? Are there weaknesses that need to be addressed?

 

Outline your literature review’s structure: 

There are various approaches to organizing the body of a literature review. You should have a rough 

idea of your strategy before you start writing. Depending on the length of your literature review, you can 

combine several of these strategies. 

 

Chronological: 

The simplest approach is to trace the development of the topic over time. However, if you choose this 

strategy, be careful to avoid simply listing and summarizing sources in order. Try to analyze patterns, turning 

points and key debates that have shaped the direction of the field. Give your interpretation of how and why 

certain developments occurred. 

 
Thematic: 

If you have found some recurring central themes, you can organize your literature review into 

subsections that address different aspects of the topic. 

 

Methodological: 

If you draw your sources from different disciplines or fields that use a variety of research methods, you 

might want to compare the results and conclusions that emerge from different approaches. For example: 

 Look at what results have emerged in qualitative versus quantitative research

 Discuss how the topic has been approached by empirical versus theoretical scholarship

 Divide the literature into sociological, historical, and cultural sources

 
Theoretical: 

A literature review is often the foundation for a theoretical framework. You can use it to discuss various 

theories, models, and definitions of key concepts. You might argue for the relevance of a specific theoretical 

approach, or combine various theoretical concepts to create a framework for your research. 

Write your literature review: Like any other academic text, your literature review should have an introduction, a 

main body, and a conclusion. What you include in each depends on the objective of your literature review. 

Introduction: The introduction should clearly establish the focus and purpose of the literature review. 

Body: Depending on the length of your literature review, you might want to divide the body into subsections. 

You can use a subheading for each theme, time period, or methodological approach. 

Summarize and synthesize: give an overview of the main points of each source and combine them into a 

coherent whole. 

Analyze and interpret: don’t just paraphrase other researchers—add your own interpretations where possible, 

discussing the significance of findings in relation to the literature as a whole 

Critically evaluate: mention the strengths and weaknesses of your sources 
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Write in well-structured paragraphs: use transition words and topic sentences to draw connections, 

comparisons and contrasts. 

Conclusion: In the conclusion, you should summarize the key findings you have taken from the literature and 

emphasize their significance. 
 

PART-B 

PARAGRAPHS: (5 MARKS) 

1. How to write an academic summary? 

Selecting information for the summary can be difficult, yet it is very important. Certain aspects play an 

important role: 

 The general purpose for writing the summary, or the academic audience the target readers-scholarly 

readers-for whom the summary is written. 

 Other researchers or readers should be able to reconstruct the general idea described in the investigation, 

using the information provided in the summary. This means that all information essential for this study 

should be discussed. 

 The information must be presented as described in the original article. This means that you are not 

allowed to present the information according to your own interpretation unless the assignment/ course 

instructor tell you to do so. 

 A recurring problem is that in a scientific text discussion and conclusion may be intertwined. The 

discussion found in the original text has to be excluded from your summary. 

Academic writing assignments come in many shapes and forms; essays, research papers, term papers, 

analysis essays, informative essays, and position papers. All these assignments have the same goals and 

principles. But to students, they appear to be specially designed torture instruments. It’s mostly because of the 

tedious citations and referencing rules. 

 

2. Write a paragraph on Journal writing 

Journal writing is the process of recording personal insights, reflections and questions on assigned or 

personal topics. Journal projects assigned in class may include your thoughts about daily experience, reading 

assignments, current events or science experiments. Journal entries are a form of reflective writing, in that you 

can use them to consider and respond to something you have read or learned. Journal entries should not merely 

summarize what you have read, nor should they focus only on your feelings. Instead, they should demonstrate 

your ability to conduct a critical inquiry. Because journal writing allows you to examine different ideas and 

writing strategies, it’s also a form of exploratory writing. A class journal is not the same thing as a private diary,  

in that the writing may be a little bit more formal, although not as formal as an essay. 

 
3. Discuss the features of Theses and dissertations 

There are a lot of people who confuse between Thesis and Dissertation. They consider it to be one of 

the same things, because of the fact that both are related to research. Both are very different in their purpose in 

spite of the fact that both are related to a research. 

A thesis is a project that is submitted during the completion of a master’s program. With the 

submission of the Thesis report the program ends. A compilation of research that proves that the student has in- 

depth knowledge about the subject is called a Thesis. Whereas, on the other hand a Dissertation is done during 

doctorate. It is in short an opportunity given to the student to contribute a new finding, theory or practices in the 

same field. 

A thesis statement is “a short summary of the main idea, purpose, or argument of an essay that usually 

appears in the first paragraph”. It’s generally only one or two sentences in length. A strong thesis statement is 

the backbone of a well-organized paper, and helps you decide what information is most important to include 

and how it should be presented. A good thesis statement delivers a clear message about the scope of the topic 

and the writer’s approach to the subject. In contrast, poor thesis statements fail to take a opinion, or state an 

obvious truth. 
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4. Write down the “five C’s” of writing a literature review 

To help frame your proposal's review of prior research, consider the "five C’s" of writing a literature  

review: 

1. Cite, so as to keep the primary focus on the literature pertinent to your research problem. 

2. Compare the various arguments, theories, methodologies, and findings expressed in the literature: what  

do the authors agree on? Who applies similar approaches to analyzing the research problem? 

3. Contrast the various arguments, themes, methodologies, approaches, and controversies expressed in the 

literature: describe what are the major areas of disagreement, controversy, or debate among scholars? 

4. Critique the literature: Which arguments are more persuasive, and why? Which approaches, findings, 

and methodologies seem most reliable, valid, or appropriate, and why? Pay attention to the verbs you 

use to describe what an author says/does [e.g., asserts, demonstrates, argues, etc.]. 

5. Connect the literature to your own area of research and investigation: how does your own work draw 

upon, depart from, synthesize, or add a new perspective to what has been said in the literature? 

 

5. How to write a literature review? 

A literature review is a search and evaluation of the available literature in your given subject or chosen 

topic area. It documents the state of the art with respect to the subject or topic you are writing about. A literature 

review is a survey of scholarly sources on a specific topic. It provides an overview of current knowledge, 

allowing you to identify relevant theories, methods, and gaps in the existing research. Writing a literature 

review involves finding relevant publications (such as books and journal articles), critically analyzing them, and 

explaining what you found. There are five key steps: 

o Search for relevant literature 

o Evaluate sources 

o Identify themes, debates and gaps 

o Outline the structure 

o Write your literature review 
A good literature review doesn’t just summarize sources—it analyzes, synthesizes, and critically 

evaluates to give a clear picture of the state of knowledge on the subject. 
 

END OF UNIT-I 
 

UNIT-II-CREATIVE WRITING 

2.1.ESSENTIALS OF CREATIVE WRITING 

PART-C 

ESSAY: (10 MARKS) 

1. Bring out the essential features of Creative writing in detail. 

Definition of Creative writing: 

Creative writing is an art of sorts - the art of making things up. It's writing done in a way that is not 

academic or technical but still attracts an audience. Though the definition is rather loose, creative writing can 

for the most part be considered any writing that is original and self-expressive. A news article, for example, 

cannot be considered creative writing because its main goal is to present facts and not to express the feelings of 

the writer. While a news article can be entertaining, its main purpose is to present the facts. 

Creative writing, a form of artistic expression, draws on the imagination to convey meaning through the 

use of imagery, narrative, and drama. This is in contrast to analytic or pragmatic forms of writing. This 

genre includes poetry, fiction (novels, short stories), scripts, screenplays, and creative non-fiction. 

 

Purpose of creative writing: 

The purpose of creative writing is to both entertain and share human experience, like love or loss. 

Writers attempt to get at a truth about humanity through poetics and storytelling. If you'd like to try your hand at 
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creative writing, just keep in mind that whether you are trying to express a feeling or a thought, the first step is 

to use your imagination. 

 

Types of creative writing 

 Poetry 

 Plays 

 Movie and television scripts 

 Fiction (novels, novellas, and short stories) 

 Songs 

 Speeches 

 Memoirs 

 Personal essays 

Some nonfiction types of writing can also be considered creative writing. Memoirs and personal essays,  

for example, can be written creatively to inform your readers about your life in an expressive way. Because 

these types are written in first person, it's easier for them to be creative. 

 
Techniques used in creative writing include: 

 Character development 
 Plot development 

 Vivid setting 

 Underlying theme 

 Point of view 

 Dialogue 

 Anecdotes 

 Metaphors and similes 

 Figures of speech 

 Imaginative language 

 Emotional appeal 

 Heavy description 

 
Creative writing essentials: 

Here are no set rules to follow while writing. Everyone has their own way of writing and no one in the 

world can help you to make it a piece of cake. Except from the long followed structure of writing that comprises 

of an introduction, body and conclusion, one can use anything in between like maybe- add some sub headings 

or quotes or anything that can be incorporated in the writing that will make it look really good. 

 
1. Write the Introduction in the end 

Most people make the mistake of writing, or struggling to write, the introduction first. They know that 

this has to be the most interesting sentence that’ll grasp the reader’s attention and thus, tend to spend a lot of 

time coming up with the right tone, sentence or sometimes, a quote or an anecdote because they know that’ll 

work. Don’t do this. Even the most experienced writers find it hard to come up with catchy introduction lines. 

Try writing it in the end after you’ve written your body so that you know where your introduction is heading the  

reader to. 

 
2. Practice free writing 

We get ideas about what to write all day, every day and yet end up writing nothing at all. This is because 

we have so many ideas that we do not know which to start first. Before, we used to sit down to write a great 

piece about what happened that day and then delete it so that we could write about the dream we had yesterday. 

This continued for a while about different topics until we used to give up and watch some series instead. 
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Start writing whatever was on the mind without thinking about grammar, spell errors or the right words.  

Kept writing for an hour or so about whatever was in head so that the ideas are out. Once that was done, moved 

on to editing and keeping only the ideas we liked the most. This really helped to start and finish the writing. 

 
3. Listen to music without lyrics 

When you listen to songs with lyrics or especially ones you know by heart, you will not be able to focus 

on your writing. Your mind will be thinking about the line that will come next in the song more than that in 

your writing. Although, music makes you calm and cool-minded which will help you in writing, it will distract 

you if your favorite songs are playing. So, what you can do is play instrumentals or songs that you don’t know 

the lyrics of. You’ll eventually get used to the lyrics but it’ll help in the time-being. 

 
4. Find “your” place 

It is important that the place you’re doing your writings in is really comfortable for you. You have to 

make sure that this place doesn’t disturb you in any way. You might also want to get your resources 

uninterrupted such as your laptop’s power supply, properly working earphones, a pen and a paper if you need 

one. This is so because once you start writing, any disturbance means a loss of idea, even if it means a word that 

would have made your sentence really good. 

 
5. Edit, Edit and Edit 

The key to a great writing is always reviewing and editing it again and again until you feel like you’re 

satisfied with it. There could be times when you feel like this piece couldn’t get better than this after your very 

first writing. Review it and try to come up with sentences or words that would make the piece even better. 

 
6. Give it to someone for review 

You don’t need to give it to an expert or your professor for review if you’re getting terrified about 

finding one. Give to someone who knows Basic English or the language you are going to be writing in. You can 

use software to correct anyway. But they’re going to give you a basic review of where they’re getting with your 

piece. You can change and adapt it accordingly. These aren’t guaranteed steps that’ll make you a great writer 

but new ideas are always worth trying. You might end up writing something awesome. 

 
Types of Creative Writing: 

Free writing: Open a notebook or an electronic document and just start writing. Allow strange words and 

images to find their way to the page. Also called stream-of-consciousness writing, free writing is the pinnacle of 

creative writing. 

 

Journals: A journal is any written log. You could keep a gratitude journal, a memory journal, a dream journal,  

or a goals journal. Many writers keep idea journals or all-purpose Omni-journals that can be used for everything 

from daily free writes to brainstorming and project planning. 

 

Diaries: A diary is a type of journal in which you write about your daily life. Some diaries are written in letter 

format. If you ever want to write a memoir, then it’s a good idea to start keeping a diary. 

 

Letters: Because the ability to communicate effectively is increasingly valuable, letter writing is a useful skill.  

There is a long tradition of publishing letters, so take extra care with those emails you’re shooting off to friends, 

family, and business associates. Hot tip: one way to get published if you don’t have a lot of clips and credits is 

to write letters to the editor of a new publication. 



16  

Memoir: A genre of creative nonfiction, memoirs are books that contain personal accounts (or stories) that 

focus on specific experiences. For example, one might write a travel memoir. 

 

Essays: Essays are often associated with academic writing, but there are many types of essays, including 

personal essays, descriptive essays, and persuasive essays, all of which can be quite creative. 

 

Journalism: Some forms of journalism are more creative than others. Traditionally, journalism was objective 

reporting on facts, people, and events. Today, journalists often infuse their writing with opinion and storytelling 

to make their pieces more compelling or convincing. 

 

Poetry: Poetry is a popular but under-appreciated type of writing, and it’s easily the most artistic form of 

writing. You can write form poetry, free-form poetry, and prose poetry. 

 

Song Lyrics: Song lyrics combine the craft of writing with the artistry of music. Composing lyrics is similar to 

writing poetry, and this is an ideal type of writing for anyone who can play a musical instrument. 

 

Scripts: Hit the screen or the stage by writing scripts for film, television, theater, or video games. Beware: film 

is a director’s medium, not a writer’s medium, but movies have the potential to reach a non-reading audience. 

 

Storytelling: Storytelling is the most popular form of creative writing and is found in the realms of both fiction 

and nonfiction writing. Popular forms of fiction include flash fiction, short stories, novellas, and full-length 

novels; and there are tons of genres to choose from. True stories, which are usually firsthand or secondhand 

accounts of real people and events, can be found in essays, diaries, memoirs, speeches, and more. Storytelling is 

a tremendously valuable skill, as it can be found in all other forms of writing, from poetry to speech writing. 

 

Speeches: Whether persuasive, inspirational, or informative, speech writing can lead to interesting career 

opportunities in almost any field or industry. Also, speech-writing skills will come in handy if you’re ever asked 

to write and deliver a speech at an important event, such as a graduation, wedding, or award ceremony. 

 

Vignettes: A vignette is defined as “a brief evocative description, account, or episode.” Vignettes can be poems, 

stories, descriptions, personal accounts…anything goes really. The key is that a vignette is extremely short — 

just a quick snippet. 

 

Honorable Mention: Blogs. A blog is not a type of writing; it’s a publishing platform — a piece of technology 

that displays web-based content on an electronic device. A blog can be used to publish any type of writing. 

Most blogs feature articles and essays, but you can also find blogs that contain diaries or journals, poetry,  

fiction, journalism, and more. 
 

2.2. SHORT STORIES 

2. Discuss the writing techniques for a short story. 

About short stories: 

A short story is a piece of prose fiction that can be read in one sitting. Emerging from earlier oral 

storytelling traditions in the 17th century, the short story has grown to encompass a body of work so diverse as 

to defy easy characterization. At its most prototypical the short story features a small cast of named characters, 

and focuses on a self-contained incident with the intent of evoking a "single effect" or mood. 

Short stories have no set length. In terms of word count there is no official demarcation between an 

anecdote, a short story, and a novel. The short story has been considered both an apprenticeship form preceding 

more lengthy works, and a crafted form in its own right, collected together in books of similar length, price, and 
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distribution as novels. Short story writers may define their works as part of the artistic and personal expression 

of the form. They may also attempt to resist categorization by genre and fixed formation. 

A short story is exactly what it says on the tin – a whole story created and written in a much smaller 

word count compared to a novel or novella. Many short stories can be read in just one sitting, and while have 

characters and a plot like other, longer narratives, these tend to be less developed and elaborate to accommodate 

the short word count. It normally deals with just one theme, mood or issue through the story, and will usually 

have one singular plot, instead of the intricate subplots in many novels. Of course, you can have as many 

characters as you want, however this might confuse readers and be difficult to fit in. Writer’s Digest suggests 

short stories are between 1500 and 30,000 words. 

 

Defining a Short Story: 

A short story is a piece of brief literature, usually written in narrative prose. Short stories can be written 

in a variety of formats, but the most typical features a small cast of characters with names and focuses on a 

single, self-contained incident. Short stories make use of a plot and other normal literary components, just to a 

lesser and shorter degree than a novel. They also vary in length. 

 

Important Elements of a Short Story 

A short story is a short work of fiction. Novels are example of fictional prose and are much longer than 

short stories. Some short stories, however, can be quite long. If a short story is a long one, we call it a novella.  

American literature contains some of the world's best examples of the short story. Readers around the world 

enjoy the finely crafted stories of American writers such as O. Henry, Stephen Crane, Jack London, Mark 

Twain and Edgar Allen Poe. They are true masters at combining the five key elements that go into every great 

short story: character, setting, conflict, plot and theme. 

 

A character is a person, or sometimes even an animal, who takes part in the action of a short story or other 

literary work. 

 

Setting: The setting of a short story is the time and place in which it happens. Authors often use descriptions of 

landscape, scenery, buildings, seasons or weather to provide a strong sense of setting. 

 

Plot: A plot is a series of events and character actions that relate to the central conflict. 

 

Conflict: The conflict is a struggle between two people or things in a short story. The main character is usually 

one side of the central conflict. On the other side, the main character may struggle against another important 

character, against the forces of nature, against society, or even against something inside himself or herself 

(feelings, emotions, illness). There are two types of conflict namely, 

External: A struggle with a force outside one’s life. 

Internal: A struggle within one’s self, a person must make decision, overcome pain, quiet their temper, resist 

an urge etc., 

 

Still there are four kinds of conflict namely, 

a) Man versus man: the leading character struggles with his physical strength against other man, forces of 

nature or animals. 

b) Man versus circumstances: the leading character struggles against fate or the circumstances of life facing 

him. 

c) Man versus society: the leading character struggles against ideas, practices, or customs of other people. 

d) Man versus himself: the leading character struggles with his own soul, ideas of right or wrong, physical 

limitation, choices etc., 

 

Theme: The theme is the central idea or belief in a short story. 
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Rules for Writing Short Stories: 

1. A good short story should not contain a single wasted word. The reader should feel confident that the writer 

is in complete control of the story at all times. There should be no mystery, no element of chance in the writing 

of a short story. A short story is not a journey of discovery. 

2. In the short story, setting is everything. Appropriate settings for short stories include mountain tops, haunted 

council estates, low Earth orbit, enchanted forests, 1980s job centers, France, protest marches, swingers’ parties,  

alternate dimensions, a summer evening in the writer’s youth, The American West, radio newsrooms, and 

World War 2. 

3. Avoid boring your reader. Consider breaking up long paragraphs with dialogue, or descriptions of the 

weather. If the scene you are writing doesn’t contain dialogue or weather, think about changing the location and  

adding extra characters. Or have someone go outside and start talking to themselves. 

4. Always start a scene in the middle of the action. Or better yet, after the action has already finished. 

5. Dogs and birds are not good subjects for short stories. If you are determined to write about dogs or birds,  

consider poetry or the novella format. Horses, on the other hand, almost always improve a short story. 

6. If in doubt, describe things. Furniture, Clothes, A building, Someone’s hair, The consistency of a sandwich.  

Extensive descriptions will distract all but the smartest readers, allowing you to get away with poor 

characterization, clunky plotting and weak prose. They can also help to bulk out that all-important word count. 

7. Remember the four rules of action: action, action, action and more action. 

8. The following are inappropriate settings for short stories: nuclear submarines, grant-maintained schools, 

The Vast Russian Interior, jungles, Indonesia, abandoned arctic research stations, football matches, the 

Argentinean Pampas, the Reformation, yoga retreats, pre-war Vienna, Belgium in the 1970s, motorways, hot air 

balloons, graduation parties, conservatories, brutalist car parks, redbrick universities and Leicester. 

9. All short stories should be 3,000 words long. 

10. People love experts. Have an expert in your story. A former bank-robber or mathematician, for example. 

Have them explain things, at length. Give your reader something they can take away and impress people with at 

parties. 

11. There is no such thing as an experimental short story. The short story exists. There is nothing left to prove. 

12. All women in short stories should be either angry, sexually attractive or geniuses. Or a combination of all 

three. And the same goes for men. 

13. As a rule of thumb, the first 40% of your short story should be description-based and should give us an 

insight into what the main character is good at. This should be followed by an argument between your leads and 

– ideally – a scene involving travel. The remaining 35% of the story should be concerned with tying up loose 

ends. 

14. When writing love scenes, try to find new and interesting metaphors for the sexual act. Think about 

borrowing from geology, the shipping industry, or choose-your-own-adventure books. 

15. Aphorism: plot is the engine that drives your short story, character is the oil that knocks the nail in. 

16. Remember that certain objects have more symbolic weight in fiction than they do in real life. The list 

includes fruit, chairs, briefcases, women, snow, helicopters and precocious children. Where possible these 

objects should be replaced with safer alternatives. For example, fruit can be substituted with vegetables, 

precocious children with sassy older ladies etc. 

17. A story should never contain more than one sunset, blizzard or thunderstorm. Persistent rain, however, may 

feature throughout. 

18. In essence, a short story should be about a moment of change. Or a moment of everything staying the same. 

19. Think about what your main character wants, and then find a way to stop them getting it. If you don’t know 

what your main character wants, make sure you can describe their clothes and/or job at length. 

20. If you find yourself stuck while writing your story, have someone light a cigarette. Or have a stranger walk 

into the room and light someone’s cigarette for them. But remember: if you introduce a vacuum cleaner early on 

in a story, at some point someone must use that vacuum cleaner. 

21. Don’t show, don’t tell. 
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22. Think of your short story as a high-wire act. Balance is everything. If a particular word, sentence, image, 

metaphor, line of dialogue, plot point, character or transcendent moment stands out from all the others, remove 

it. There is no room for random beauty or magic in the short story. 

23. A short story should never contain more than three scenes or more than four characters, and should not 

cover a time period of more than two days. 

24. Remember the template for all successful dramas: everyone goes home unhappy, and nobody gets what 

they want. 

2.3 SCRIPT WRITING 

3. Elucidate the concept of script writing 

What is script writing? 

Script writing (or screenwriting) is the process of writing stories in the screenplay medium. Script 

writing is writing down the movement, actions, expression and dialogue of the characters in screenplay, in 

screenplay format. The process of writing a novel, a poem, or essay, is entirely different than script writing. In 

order to express yourself effectively for the screen, particular formatting methods are required. Screenplay 

format is used to express the story visually. Scriptwriters or screenwriters write for film, television, video 

games, and now even online web series. Script writing can be done for hire or on speculation in hopes to sell 

their screenplay or find an agent. 

 

When script writing, your script, also known as a screenplay, should detail character dialogue, scene 

settings, and actions that take place throughout a film, TV show, or another visual story. Your screenplay 

should properly tell your film’s entire story from start to finish because it’s a blueprint of the plot and character  

development before the film comes to life on screen. 

 

Types of Script Writing 

Screenplays: 

Screenplays are scripts written specifically to be produced for a visual medium, such as film or 

television. For the most part, screenplays are fictional in nature and designed to tell a story. Screenplays 

typically include a variety of information including setting, dialogue, camera instructions and may include 

editing instructions. It should be noted that most screenplays are not produced as written. The director, 

production crew and even the actors may all directly or indirectly alter the script during production, reports 

Screenwriting.info. 

 
Playwriting: 

Plays are productions that occur live, on a physical stage rather than the metaphoric stage of film or 

television. Like a screenplay, a play script includes dialogue and directions. According to Script Frenzy, a play 

script will include stage and scene instructions, as well as provide character names and descriptions. 

 
Audio Drama: 

Scripts for audio dramas share a number of components with screenplays and the scripts for stage plays, 

often sharing terminology. There tends to much more extensive use of the so-called narrator to provide third 

person perspective than in other fictional scripts. The dialogue is also different in that it includes more 

descriptive language about the surroundings to help establish setting, reports crazy Dog Audio Theatre. 

Instructions lean toward the necessary audio components that need to accompany a given scene and may also 

give direction to the voice actor about how a line should be delivered. 
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News Scripts: 

While appearing natural on screen, most news anchors are provided with scripts to read via 

teleprompters. News scripts tend to be bare-bones affairs that provide informational content. The components of 

the script the anchors do not read aloud generally include directions for the production staff about when to run a 

clip or to cut to a live anchor in the field. 

 
Other Scriptwriting: 

Other types of scriptwriting include producing story/dialogue for video games, education films, online content 

such as podcasts or marketing materials and even commercials. These scripts tend to follow the same general 

patterns as plays, audio dramas and screenplays. 

 

How to Write a Script? 

Writing a script helps express your creativity and make a story come to life. It often takes time and 

dedication to craft well-rounded characters and a compelling plot. These steps can help you create a captivating 

script: 

 
1. Read other scripts: 

Download a few scripts or screenplays to find examples of well-written dialogue, characters, and 

storylines and to learn what producers are looking for in terms of genre conventions and themes. It might help 

to take a few writing workshops to develop your skills or better understand how to craft a strong script. 

As a writer, you want to consider the production probability of actually selling the script: 

 Realistic budgets. Although it may be fun to write a science fiction film with heavy visual effects, 

production design, and costumes, these elements make the film more expensive. 

 Intellectual property infringement. For feature films, unless the property is public domain or bought 

by the writer, the writer should focus on creating an original story. In contrast to television scripts that 

might create spec scripts for existing shows, using franchises like Star Wars or Harry Potter for sample 

scripts could cause liability issues. 

For story marketability, writers are typically encouraged not to follow market trends since by the time the 

script has been polished, the trend may no longer be popular. In general, you should write what is interesting 

to you with a story that you are passionate about. 

 
2. Build your world: 

Think about the location of your story. Detail your world well enough to help audience members vividly 

imagine it. Consider the genre of movie that you want to create. A few elements to consider in world-building 

are: 

 Time period: Does your story take place in the past, present, or future? Though the script doesn’t have 

to mention an exact date, keep it in mind as you write. 

 Weather and climate: Is it hot or freezing? How does the weather in this world affect your characters 

and the overall plot? 

 Story themes: Determine your themes and what your audience should gain from this film. Do you want 

them to leave feeling happy, or do you want to convey messages that make people think deeply? 

 Location: Where are your characters and where do they go? Abandoned houses, New York City, etc. 

 
3. Develop your characters: 

Determine who your main character is and note their: 

 Strengths 
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 Flaws 

 Goals 

 Obstacles keeping them from overcoming these goals 

For other characters: 

 How do they interact with the main character? 

 Do they help your protagonist? 

 Are they acting as an antagonist and keeping them from achieving these goals? 

When building an antagonist, consider: 

 What do they want from the main character? 

 What does the main character want from them? 

 Why does the antagonist want to keep your protagonist from achieving their goal? 

 
4. Organize your story with a synopsis: 

A film synopsis outlines the story in the order that your audience will view it. The stages of your story typically 

include: 

 An introduction to the main character and their world 

 An inciting incident that gets the story moving 

 The first turning point that presents the character with a new situation or challenge 

 A call to action where the hero’s goal gets specific 

 A point of no return when your protagonist risks or loses everything 

 The all is lost point where the hero faces great danger and will have to rise to the occasion 

 A second turning point where the stakes become higher as the character redeems themselves 

 The climax when the story comes to a resolution 

 
5. Write your first draft: 

As you build your first draft, follow your synopsis, and start building your story. 

 Write out scenes that create conflicts and challenges for your character 

 Create other scenes showing how they overcome the 

Take risks while you write this first draft, and try to get your ideas out as best as you can. You can revisit these 

ideas later during your rewrite to see if they work well with your plot. Consider writing a 1-2 sentence logline 

that summarizes the plot of your script so anyone can easily understand what the main ideas of your story are. 

Ex: the logline for A Quiet Place might be: “A family must live in dead silence so they can avoid monsters with 

incredible hearing abilities” 

 

Consider length of a script: 

There are many different types of scripts, so the length depends on what genre and visual storytelling 

project it’s for. As a general estimate, one page of a properly formatted script equals one minute of screen time. 

Many scriptwriters use 12-point Courier font for proper formatting and to more accurately estimate the length of 

the production. 

 
6. Reread the first draft 

Reread your script and cut any parts that seem irrelevant to the overall story. It can help to print the script 

out and highlight or mark sections to address in the rewrite. Make note of sections that have: 

 Irrelevant dialogue or weak plot points that don’t push your story forward or directly affect your 

protagonist achieving their goals. 

 Confusing scenes that need extra clarification. 

 Information that requires more research or fact-checking. 
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 Long monologues you can shorten to be more to the point. 

 
7. Rewrite your script: 

Scripts usually need a few revisions before you’re ready to send them to a potential buyer. Each action should  

push the story forward. Continue rewriting until you accomplish this. Make sure your rewrites are addressing: 

 Plot holes: Correct any errors that go against the logic within your plot. Rid your story of any 

contradictions or inconsistencies that make your story less credible. 

 Character motivations: Everything a character says or does should have a reason behind it that fits 

their personality, needs, and goals. If their words or actions aren’t motivated by their needs or goals, you  

may need to rewrite or cut them. 

 Adding or cutting scenes: While reviewing your marks, start cutting scenes irrelevant to the plot and 

add new ones that strengthen your story. With each line and scene, ask yourself what would happen to 

the story if you cut it. If the story works without it, it may be best to cut it and add stronger elements that 

drive your plot. 

Scriptwriting takes a significant amount of time, discipline, and motivation. By understanding what a strong 

script looks like and knowing how to outline your story properly, you can feel more confident in your ability to 

start and finish a strong script. 

 FLASH FICTION 

4. What is Flash fiction and what are the techniques to be followed to produce a good Flash fiction? 

Flash fiction is a favored genre among the English-speaking world’s most celebrated writers for its 

ability to convey deep truths and universal human emotions in just a few short paragraphs. When done well,  

flash fiction can convey deep truths and resonate with readers from all walks of life. 

 

What Is Flash Fiction? 

 Flash fiction is a genre of fiction, defined as a very short story. While there is no set word count that  

separates flash fiction from more traditional short stories, flash fiction stories can be as short as a few 

words (while short stories typically run for several pages). Flash fiction is also known as sudden fiction, 

short-short stories, micro fiction, or micro stories. 

A flash fiction is a story of less than 1000 words. ... The key difference between the short story and a flash 

fiction is that flash fictions are significantly shorter than short stories, and both require different skills in order 

to craft a concise narrative given both word counts. 

 

3 Characteristics of Flash Fiction: 

Flash fiction stories share a number of common characteristics. 
 Brevity. Flash fiction compresses an entire story into the space of a few paragraphs. There is no defined 

word count for flash fiction, but some commonly used word limits in flash fiction range from just six 

words on the short end to around 1,000 words on the longer end. 

 A complete plot. A flash fiction story is indeed a story, with a beginning, middle, and end. This sets it  

apart from a prose poem or vignette, which can explore an emotion, memory, or thought without a plot. 

 Surprise. Great flash fiction often incorporates surprise, usually in the form of a twist ending or an 

unexpected last line. This is not a gimmick: the aim is to prompt the reader to think deeply about the true 

meaning of the story. 

 

What Are the Origins of Flash Fiction? 

Flash fiction dates back to the time of fables and parables. The form was popularized in the nineteenth 

century by writers like Walt Whitman, Kate Chopin, and Ambrose Bierce. Perhaps the best-known flash fiction 

story is from this time (although frequently misattributed to Ernest Hemingway). The entire story is six words 

long: “For sale: baby shoes, never worn.” 
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The difference between Short Stories and Flash Fiction 

Many people have heard of short stories, but less have heard of, or tried to write flash fiction 

Short Story 

A short story is exactly what it says on the tin – a whole story created and written in a much smaller 

word count compared to a novel or novella. Many short stories can be read in just one sitting, and while have 

characters and a plot like other, longer narratives, these tend to be less developed and elaborate to accommodate 

the short word count. It normally deals with just one theme, mood or issue through the story, and will usually 

have one singular plot, instead of the intricate subplots in many novels. Of course, you can have as many 

characters as you want, however this might confuse readers and be difficult to fit in. Writer’s Digest suggests 

short stories are between 1500 and 30,000 words. 

 

Flash Fiction 

A flash fiction is a story of less than 1000 words. A pocket-sized burst of creativity to get the mind 

whirring and plunge the reader into a concise narrative. This is difficult, of course, but a fun and unique way to 

collect ideas and challenge your writing ability. Whilst 1000 words is the max, there’s no limit on how short 

your story can be. Ernest Hemmingway proved this with his six-word story: ‘For sale: baby shoes, never worn’. 

 

How To Write Flash Fiction? 

Writing flash fiction can be an exercise in creative restraint, whether you intend your work for publication or 

just as an exercise. Here’s a quick guide on how to get started. 

1. Use strong imagery. Make every single word count. Help your readers visualize as much as possible. 

2. Stick to one moment. Focus on one particular moment in time. Don’t try to cram in more than one scene 

into a piece of flash fiction. 

3. Work with just one or two characters. Don’t spread your story too thin. If you find yourself needing 

more than two characters or two scenes, your story may be better suited to the short story format. 

4. Try first person point of view. This will create an instant connection to the reader and allow you to 

express more in fewer words. 

5. Surprise your reader. Make sure to end your story on a different emotional note than the one you started 

on. Creating surprise is what flash fiction is all about; take the reader on a journey, no matter how short. 

6. Make good use of your title. When you have so few words to work with, your title can pack a punch. 

Take Joyce Carol Oates’s flash fiction story Widow’s First Year. The story reads, simply: “I kept myself 

alive.” 

7. Start in the middle. You don't have time in this very short form to set scenes and build character. 

8. Don't use too many characters. You won't have time to describe your characters when you're writing 

ultra-short. Even a name may not be useful in a micro-story unless it conveys a lot of additional story 

information or saves you words elsewhere. 

9. Make sure the ending isn't at the end. In micro-fiction there's a danger that much of the engagement with 

the story takes place when the reader has stopped reading. To avoid this, place the denouement in the 

middle of the story, allowing us time, as the rest of the text spins out, to consider the situation along with 

the narrator, and ruminate on the decisions his characters have taken. If you're not careful, micro-stories 

can lean towards punch line-based or "pull back to reveal" endings which have a one-note, gag-a-minute 

feel – the drum roll and cymbal crash. Avoid this by giving us almost all the information we need in the 

first few lines, using the next few paragraphs to take us on a journey below the surface. 

10. Sweat your title. Make it work for a living. 

11. Make your last line ring like a bell. The last line is not the ending – we had that in the middle, remember 

– but it should leave the reader with something which will continue to sound after the story has finished. 

It should not complete the story but rather take us into a new place; a place where we can continue to 

think about the ideas in the story and wonder what it all meant. A story that gives itself up in the last line 

is no story at all, and after reading a piece of good micro-fiction we should be struggling to understand 



24  

it, and, in this way, will grow to love it as a beautiful enigma. And this is also another of the dangers of 

micro-fiction; micro-stories can be too rich and offer too much emotion in a powerful one-off injection, 

overwhelming the reader, flooding the mind. A few micro-shorts now and again will amaze and delight 

– one after another and you feel like you've been run over by a lorry full of fridges. 

12. Write long, then go short. 

Create a lump of stone from which you chip out your story sculpture. Stories can live much more 

cheaply than you realize, with little deterioration in lifestyle. But do beware: writing micro-fiction is for some 

like holidaying in a caravan – the grill may well fold out to become an extra bed, but you wouldn't sleep in a 

fold-out grill for the rest of your life. 

 POETRY WRITING 

5. Explain Poetry Writing and its poetic forms. 

Poetry is a type of literature that conveys a thought, describes a scene or tells a story in a concentrated, 

lyrical arrangement of words. Poems can be structured, with rhyming lines and meter, the rhythm and emphasis 

of a line based on syllabic beats. Poems can also be freeform, which follows no formal structure. 

 
What Is Poetry? 

Poetry is a type of literature that conveys a thought, describes a scene or tells a story in a concentrated, 

lyrical arrangement of words. Poems can be structured, with rhyming lines and meter, the rhythm and emphasis 

of a line based on syllabic beats. Poems can also be freeform, which follows no formal structure. 

The basic building block of a poem is a verse known as a stanza. A stanza is a grouping of lines related 

to the same thought or topic, similar to a paragraph in prose. A stanza can be subdivided based on the number of 

lines it contains. For example, a couplet is a stanza with two lines. 

 

On the page, poetry is visibly unique: a narrow column of words with recurring breaks between stanzas. 

Lines of a poem may be indented or lengthened with extra spacing between words. The white space that frames 

a poem is an aesthetic guide for how a poem is read. 

 
What Is Meter in Poetry? 

A poem can contain many elements to give it structure. Rhyme is perhaps the most common of these 

elements: countless poetic works, from limericks to epic poems to pop lyrics, contain rhymes. But equally 

important is meter, which imposes specific length and emphasis on a given line of poetry. 

 
What Is a Stanza? 

In poetry, a stanza is used to describe the main building block of a poem. It is a unit of poetry composed 

of lines that relate to a similar thought or topic—like a paragraph in prose or a verse in a song. Every stanza in a 

poem has its own concept and serves a unique purpose. A stanza may be arranged according to rhyming 

patterns and meters—the syllabic beats of a line. It can also be a free-flowing verse that has no formal structure. 

 
What Is a Rhyme Scheme? 

There are many different types of rhymes that poets use in their work: internal rhymes, slant rhymes, eye 

rhymes, identical rhymes, and more. One of the most common ways to write a rhyming poem is to use a rhyme 

scheme composed of shared vowel sounds or consonants. 

 
What Is Imagery in Poetry? 

In poetry and literature, imagery is the use of figurative language to evoke a sensory experience in the 

reader. When a poet uses descriptive language well, they play to the reader’s senses, providing them with sights, 

tastes, smells, sounds, internal and external feelings, and even internal emotion. 
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What Is the Difference Between Blank Verse and Free Verse Poetry? 

Free verse poetry has been popular from the nineteenth century onward and is not bound by rules 

regarding rhyme or meter. Blank verse poetry came of age in the sixteenth century and has been famously 

employed by the likes of William Shakespeare, John Milton, William Wordsworth, and countless others. Unlike 

free verse, it adheres to a strong metrical pattern. 

 
What Is Alliteration in Poetry? 

Sometimes called initial rhyme or head rhyme, alliteration is one poetic device that’s should not be 

missed in our everyday world. Poets, advertisers and headline writers all regularly take this approach of 

repeating initial letter sounds to grab people’s attention. In poetry, it also injects focus, harmony, and rhythm. 

 
Types of Poetic Forms 

1. Blank verse. Blank verse is poetry written with a precise meter—almost always iambic pentameter— 

that does not rhyme. 

2. Rhymed poetry. In contrast to blank verse, rhymed poems rhyme by definition, although their scheme 

varies. 

3. Free verse. Free verse poetry is poetry that lacks a consistent rhyme scheme, metrical pattern, or 

musical form. 

4. Epics. An epic poem is a lengthy, narrative work of poetry. These long poems typically detail 

extraordinary feats and adventures of characters from a distant past. Learn more about epics here. 

5. Narrative poetry. Similar to an epic, a narrative poem tells a story. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s 

“The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere” and Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s “The Rime of the Ancient 

Mariner” exemplify this form. 

6. Haiku. A haiku is a three-line poetic form originating in Japan. The first line has five syllables, the 

second line has seven syllables, and the third line again has five syllables. 

7. Pastoral poetry. A pastoral poem is one that concerns the natural world, rural life, and landscapes. 

These poems have persevered from Ancient Greece (in the poetry of Hesiod) to Ancient Rome (Virgil) 

to the present day (Gary Snyder). 

8. Sonnet. A sonnet is a 14 line poem, typically (but not exclusively) concerning the topic of love. Sonnets 

contain internal rhymes within their 14 lines; the exact rhyme scheme depends on the style of a sonnet. 

9. Elegies. An elegy is a poem that reflects upon death or loss. Traditionally, it contains themes of 

mourning, loss, and reflection. However, it can also explore themes of redemption and consolation. 

10. Ode. Much like an elegy, an ode is a tribute to its subject, although the subject need not be dead—or 

even sentient, as in John Keats’ “Ode on a Grecian Urn”. 

11. Limerick. A limerick is a five-line poem that consists of a single stanza, an AABBA rhyme scheme, and 

whose subject is a short, pithy tale or description. 

12. Lyric poetry. Lyric poetry refers to the broad category of poetry that concerns feelings and emotion. 

This distinguishes it from two other poetic categories: epic and dramatic. 

13. Ballad. A ballad (or ballade) is a form of narrative verse that can be either poetic or musical. It typically 

follows a pattern of rhymed quatrains. From John Keats to Samuel Taylor Coleridge to Bob Dylan, it  

represents a melodious form of storytelling. 

14. Soliloquy. A soliloquy is a monologue in which a character speaks to him or herself, expressing inner 

thoughts that an audience might not otherwise know. Soliloquies are not definitely poems, although they 

often can be—most famously in the plays of William Shakespeare. 

15. Villanelle. A nineteen-line poem consisting of five tercets and a quatrain, with a highly specified 

internal rhyme scheme. Originally a variation on a pastoral, the villanelle has evolved to describe 

obsessions and other intense subject matters, as exemplified by Dylan Thomas, author of villanelles like 

“Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night.” 
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Rules for Writing Good Poetry 

There are no officially sanctioned rules of poetry. However, as with all creative writing, having some degree 

of structure can help you reign in your ideas and work productively. Here are some guidelines for those looking 

to take their poetry writing to the next level. Or, if you literally haven’t written a single poem since high school,  

you can think of this as a beginner's guide that will teach you the basics and have you writing poetry in no time. 

 

1. Read a lot of poetry. If you want to write poetry, start by reading poetry. You can do this in a casual 

way by letting the words of your favorite poems wash over you without necessarily digging for deeper 

meaning. Or you can delve into analysis. Dissect an allegory in a Robert Frost verse. Ponder the 

underlying meaning of an Edward Hirsch poem. Retrieving the symbolism in Emily Dickinson’s work. 

Do a line-by-line analysis of a William Shakespeare sonnet. Simply let the individual words of a Walt 

Whitman elegy flow with emotion. 

2. Listen to live poetry recitations. The experience of consuming poetry does not have to be an academic 

exercise in cataloging poetic devices like alliteration and metonymy. It can be musical—such as when 

you attend poetry slam for the first time and hear the snappy consonants of a poem out loud. Many 

bookstores and coffeehouses have poetry readings, and these can be both fun and instructive for aspiring 

poets. By listening to the sounds of good poetry, you discover the beauty of its construction—the mix of 

stressed syllables and unstressed syllables, alliteration and assonance, a well placed internal rhyme, 

clever line breaks, and more. You’ll never think of the artform the same way once you hear good poems 

read aloud. (And if you ever get the chance to hear your own poem read aloud by someone else, seize 

the opportunity.) 

3. Start small. A short poem like a haiku or a simple rhyming poem might be more attainable than diving 

into a narrative epic. A simple rhyming poem can be a non-intimidating entryway to poetry writing. 

Don’t mistake quantity for quality; a pristine seven-line free verse poem is more impressive than a 

sloppy, rambling epic of blank verse iambic pentameter, even though it probably took far less time to 

compose. 

4. Don’t obsess over your first line. If you don’t feel you have exactly the right words to open your poem, 

don’t give up there. Keep writing and come back to the first line when you’re ready. The opening line is 

just one component of an overall piece of art. Don’t give it more outsized importance than it needs 

(which is a common mistake among first time poets). 

5. Embrace tools. If a thesaurus or a rhyming dictionary will help you complete a poem, use it. You’d be 

surprised how many professional writers also make use of these tools. Just be sure you understand the 

true meaning of the words you insert into your poem. Some synonyms listed in a thesaurus will deviate 

from the meaning you wish to convey. 

6. Enhance the poetic form with literary devices. Like any form of writing, poetry is enhanced by 

literary devices. Develop your poetry writing skills by inserting metaphor, allegory, synecdoche, 

metonymy, imagery, and other literary devices into your poems. This can be relatively easy in an 

unrhymed form like free verse and more challenging in poetic forms that have strict rules about meter 

and rhyme scheme. 

7. Try telling a story with your poem. Many of the ideas you might express in a novel, a short story, or 

an essay can come out in a poem. A narrative poem like “The Waste Land” by T.S. Eliot can be as long 

as a novella. “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe expresses just as much dread and menace as some horror 

movies. As with all forms of English language writing, communication is the name of the game in 

poetry, so if you want to tell short stories in your poems, embrace that instinct. 

8. Express big ideas. A lyric poem like “Banish Air from Air” by Emily Dickinson can express some of 

the same philosophical and political concepts you might articulate in an essay. Because good poetry is 

about precision of language, you can express a whole philosophy in very few words if you choose them 
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carefully. Even seemingly light poetic forms like nursery rhymes or a silly rhyming limerick can 

communicate big, bold ideas. You just have to choose the right words. 

9. Paint with words. When a poet paints with words, they use word choice to figuratively “paint” concrete 

images in a reader’s mind. In the field of visual art, painting pictures of course refers to the act of 

representing people, objects, and scenery for viewers to behold with their own eyes. In creative writing,  

painting pictures also refers to producing a vivid picture of people, objects, and scenes, but the artist’s 

medium is the written word. 

10. Familiarize yourself with myriad forms of poetry. Each different form of poetry has its own 

requirements—rhyme scheme, number of lines, meter, subject matter, and more—that make them 

unique from other types of poems. Think of these structures as the poetic equivalent of the grammar 

rules that govern prose writing. Whether you’re writing a villanelle or free verse poetry (which has no  

rules regarding length, meter, or rhyme scheme), it’s important to thrive within the boundaries of the 

type of poetry you’ve chosen. Even if you eventually compose all your work as one particular type of 

poem, versatility is still a valuable skill. 

11. Connect with other poets. Poets connect with one another via poetry readings and perhaps poetry 

writing classes. Poets in an artistic community often read each other’s work, recite their own poems 

aloud, and provide feedback on first drafts. Good poetry can take many forms, and through a 

community, you may encounter different forms that vary from the type of poem you typically write— 

but are just as artistically inspiring. Seek out a poetry group where you can hear different types of 

poetry, discuss the art form, jot down new ideas, and learn from the work of your peers. A supportive 

community can help you brainstorm ideas, influence your state of mind as an artist, and share poetry 

exercises that may have helped other members of the group produce great poetry. 

PART-A 

PARAGRAPHS: (5 MARKS) 

1. Briefly bring out the features of Creative writing 

Creative writing is an art of sorts - the art of making things up. It's writing done in a way that is not 

academic or technical but still attracts an audience. Though the definition is rather loose, creative writing can 

for the most part be considered any writing that is original and self-expressive. A news article, for example, 

cannot be considered creative writing because its main goal is to present facts and not to express the feelings of 

the writer. While a news article can be entertaining, its main purpose is to present the facts. Creative writing, a 

form   of   artistic   expression,   draws   on    the    imagination    to    convey    meaning    through    the 

use of imagery, narrative, and drama. This is in contrast to analytic or pragmatic forms of writing. This 

genre includes poetry, fiction (novels, short stories), scripts, screenplays, and creative non-fiction. The purpose 

of creative writing is to both entertain and share human experience, like love or loss. Writers attempt to get at a 

truth about humanity through poetics and storytelling. If you'd like to try your hand at creative writing, just keep 

in mind that whether you are trying to express a feeling or a thought, the first step is to use your imagination.  

Techniques used in creative writing include: character development, plot development, vivid setting, 

underlying theme, point of view, dialogue, anecdotes, metaphors and similes, figures of speech, imaginative 

language, emotional appeal and heavy description. 

 
3. What are the Important Elements of a Short Story? 

A short story is a short work of fiction. Novels are example of fictional prose and are much longer than 

short stories. Some short stories, however, can be quite long. If a short story is a long one, we call it a novella.  

American literature contains some of the world's best examples of the short story. 

 

A character is a person, or sometimes even an animal, who takes part in the action of a short story or other 

literary work. 
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Setting: The setting of a short story is the time and place in which it happens. Authors often use descriptions of 

landscape, scenery, buildings, seasons or weather to provide a strong sense of setting. 

 

Plot: A plot is a series of events and character actions that relate to the central conflict. 

 

Conflict: The conflict is a struggle between two people or things in a short story. The main character is usually 

one side of the central conflict. On the other side, the main character may struggle against another important 

character, against the forces of nature, against society, or even against something inside himself or herself 

(feelings, emotions, illness). There are two types of conflict namely, 

External: A struggle with a force outside one’s life. 

Internal: A struggle within one’s self, a person must make decision, overcome pain, quiet their temper, resist 

an urge etc., 

Still there are four kinds of conflict namely, 

a) Man versus man: the leading character struggles with his physical strength against other man, forces of 

nature or animals. 

b) Man versus circumstances: the leading character struggles against fate or the circumstances of life facing 

him. 

c) Man versus society: the leading character struggles against ideas, practices, or customs of other people. 

d) Man versus himself: the leading character struggles with his own soul, ideas of right or wrong, physical 

limitation, choices etc., 

 

Theme: The theme is the central idea or belief in a short story. 

 
4. Write a paragraph on Script writing 

Script writing is the process of writing stories in the screenplay medium. Script writing is writing down 

the movement, actions, expression and dialogue of the characters in screenplay, in screenplay format. The 

process of writing a novel, a poem, or essay, is entirely different than script writing. In order to express yourself 

effectively for the screen, particular formatting methods are required. Screenplay format is used to express the 

story visually. Scriptwriters or screenwriters write for film, television, video games, and now even online web 

series. Script writing can be done for hire or on speculation in hopes to sell their screenplay or find an 

agent. When script writing, your script, also known as a screenplay, should detail character dialogue, scene 

settings, and actions that take place throughout a film, TV show, or another visual story. Your screenplay 

should properly tell your film’s entire story from start to finish because it’s a blueprint of the plot and character  

development before the film comes to life on screen. 

 

4. Show the characteristics of Flash fiction. 

Flash fiction is a favored genre among the English-speaking world’s most celebrated writers for its 

ability to convey deep truths and universal human emotions in just a few short paragraphs. When done well,  

flash fiction can convey deep truths and resonate with readers from all walks of life. 

3 Characteristics of Flash Fiction: 

Flash fiction stories share a number of common characteristics. 

 Brevity. Flash fiction compresses an entire story into the space of a few paragraphs. There is no defined 

word count for flash fiction, but some commonly used word limits in flash fiction range from just six 

words on the short end to around 1,000 words on the longer end. 

 A complete plot. A flash fiction story is indeed a story, with a beginning, middle, and end. This sets it 

apart from a prose poem or vignette, which can explore an emotion, memory, or thought without a plot. 

 Surprise. Great flash fiction often incorporates surprise, usually in the form of a twist ending or an 

unexpected last line. This is not a gimmick: the aim is to prompt the reader to think deeply about the true 

meaning of the story. 
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5. List out any six types of poetry. 

Poetry is a type of literature that conveys a thought, describes a scene or tells a story in a concentrated, 

lyrical arrangement of words. 

i. Sonnet. A sonnet is a 14 line poem, typically (but not exclusively) concerning the topic of love. Sonnets 

contain internal rhymes within their 14 lines; the exact rhyme scheme depends on the style of a sonnet. 

ii. Elegies. An elegy is a poem that reflects upon death or loss. Traditionally, it contains themes of 

mourning, loss, and reflection. However, it can also explore themes of redemption and consolation. 

iii. Ode. Much like an elegy, an ode is a tribute to its subject, although the subject need not be dead—or 

even sentient, as in John Keats’ “Ode on a Grecian Urn”. 

iv. Limerick. A limerick is a five-line poem that consists of a single stanza, an AABBA rhyme scheme, and 

whose subject is a short, pithy tale or description. 

v. Lyric poetry. Lyric poetry refers to the broad category of poetry that concerns feelings and emotion. 

This distinguishes it from two other poetic categories: epic and dramatic. 

vi. Ballad. A ballad (or ballade) is a form of narrative verse that can be either poetic or musical. It typically 

follows a pattern of rhymed quatrains. From John Keats to Samuel Taylor Coleridge to Bob Dylan, it  

represents a melodious form of storytelling. 
 

END OF UNIT-II 
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